Proceedings of the fourth Consortium Implementation Committee meeting of the NAIP sub-project on “Arsenic in Food-Chain: Cause, Effect and Mitigation” held on 07.01.2009 at Mohanpur Campus of Bidhan Chandra Krishi Viswavidyalaya.          

Dr. R. K. Samanta, Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, Bidhan Chandra Krishi Viswavidyalaya and Consortium Leader Chaired the meeting
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Proceeding of the meeting

General

Prof. S. Sarkar, CPI of the consortium greeted the house. He informed the house regarding the critical limits (as mentioned in FAO manual) of total inorganic arsenic status of various food materials. He also informed the house regarding delay in release of fund for the 2nd half of 2008-09. In this context, he advised the CCPIs to submit the proper documents within scheduled time frame so that PIU, NAIP release the fund in time.
In his address, Dr. S. K. Sanyal, Director of Research, Bidhan Chandra Krishi Viswavidyalaya, highlighted the gravity of the issue and informed the house about the frequent quarries made by the ICAR Head Quarter regarding ground water arsenic pollution of India as well the progress of this project.

Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor assured the house that he will help in solving the financial and other related problems faced by the partners. At the same time he advised the CPI/CCPIs to submit the reports (technical and financial) in prescribed format and follow the directives of PIU for Financial, administrative and technical activities. He asked for more devotion from the scientists, students working in this group to generate good quality database. The output of this project can be used for proper planning in future to mitigate arsenic hazards. 

Website of the project was launched by Dr. R. K. Samanta, Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor and Consortium Leader. 
The CPI / CCPIs /
Co-PIs presented the plan of work of their respective fields for the coming season. Matters related to finance were also discussed.

Vote of thanks was given by Dr. D. N. Guha Majumder.

Specific

a) Technical

Dr. S. Bhattacharyya presented the status of RIL lines exists with him and appealed for more fund needed to procure appropriate markers to continue his work at a satisfactory level. He also presented the plan of work of Dr. S. Mondal (who was out of station), which is going to be start in near future. Dr. Mondal’s programme is on identification of gene controlling arsenic transport mechanism within the plant system.

Dr. S. C. Kole informed that 70 bacterial lines had been isolated, which can sustain against higher arsenic concentration. He highlighted the constraints that he faced during the course of study and as a result he was lagging behind in his progress with reference to the M & E programme of the project. 


Dr. S. Samanta made the entire presentation of CIFRI, Centre. This centre has identified bacterial strains from various sources. Out of these, 20 strains are found arsenic reducing type and 6 are arsenic oxidizing type. They also regenerated number of bacterial strains, which were isolated by them. He informed the house that some of the fish growers pumped underground water and storing the same in the fish ponds. Due to this, arsenic status of fish ponds recorded even upto 140 ppb. He reported the arsenic status in rohu and katla fishes. They are yet to start the proteomic and histopathological studies. 

Besides presenting the plan of work, Prof. S. Sarkar of WBUAF informed the house regarding standardization of arsenic estimation protocol and calibration of the instrument (AAS).

Dr. A. K. Bera presented the plan of work, of IVRI (ERS) centre. He also informed the progress of controlled condition laboratory research on impact of arsenic doses on immunological, genomic and biochemical changes on rats and broiler chicks.

Prof. S. Sarkar, CPI, highlighted his plan of work towards estimation of reference evapotranspiration, deficit irrigation for summer rice and maize and identification of period suitable for conjunctive use of surface and groundwater for boro rice.

Dr. D. Mukhopadhyay, while presenting the work of UBKV centre, emphasized on screening of suitable rice cultivars, water and organics management under different crops and cropping sequences. He presented the incubation and pot studies on the role of eH and pH on arsenic release pattern, various organic phosphate – arsenic interaction etc.

Dr. K. Bhattacharyya also presented the assigned plan of work for the coming season for both controlled and field conditions. 

Dr. D. N. Guha Majumder – informed the house for the need of research on impact of arsenic on lung cancer. He also presented the future plan of work of his center.

Some important comments of the season are:
CPI advised UBKV centre to follow the technical programme as discussed in the 2nd CAC. There is no need to carryout any study not addressing the objectives of the sub-project. Any new study may be formulated, provided it addresses the objectives of the project. He requested to the CCPIs of WBUAFS & IVRI (CRS) for collecting the samples of feaces of bullocks also. 
The Director of Research, urged for some new research from the soil science group rather than the repetition of studies already carried out in BCKV. He advised both Dr. K. Bhattacharyya and Dr. Mukhopadhyay to sit together and finalize the programme and finally he will tune the same. After tuning, the programme shall be submitted to the CPI. 

Dr. D. N. Guha Majumder requested for a cross checking of results with some recognized laboratories. 

Dr. K. Bhattacharyya highlighted the maintenance aspect of HPLC-ICPMS.
Others
Dr. D. N. Guha Majumder requested for the need of one additional SRF who will operate lung function machine and analyze the food sample in the laboratory of Bidhan Chandra Krishi Viswavidyalaya.
The house felt that there should be one workshop for the SRFs/RAs on standardization of protocol and calibration of instrument. 
Financial
All the centres appealed for additional fund under operational cost head.

Bidhan Chandra Krishi Viswavidyalaya center felt for the need of additional fund to run the ICP-MS smoothly.

DNGMRF requested for additional fund under contractual head to recruit one SRF.

Discussion took place on the letter written by the National Coordinator to the CCPI, UBKV regarding AUC. The Comptroller-in-Charge, BCKV, suggested the CCPI to inform PIU, NAIP regarding the latest status of procurement of instruments etc. He also requested the CCPI to get one certificate from the auditor during the next audit on status of liabilities for 2007-08 and submit the same to PIU, NAIP.
The National Coordinator has sent an e-mail to the CPI for divert some fund from BCKV and UBKV, equipment head to DNGMRF’s equipment head, so that DNGMRF can procure the lung function machine. It was decided in the meeting that BCKV will divert a maximum amount of 60000/= and UBKV will divert a maximum amount of 30000/= to DNGMRF for the said procurement. CPI will write a letter to the National Coordinator requesting him for a letter from NC’s end mentioning the maximum amount of fund diversion from BCKV and UBKV equipment head to DNGMRF’s equipment head.
